
A.   Minutes of the Regular Meeting of the WASHINGTON COUNTY BOARD OF 

EDUCATION – 6 January 2015 

 

The Washington County Board of Education met in regular session at 5:30 p.m. on 6 January 

2015 in the Board Room of the Central Office.  Those present were Chairman Todd Ganger, 

Vice-Chairman Jack Leonard, Clarence Mabe, Keith Ervin, Mary Lo Silvers, Phillip McLain, 

David Hammond, Mike Masters, and Annette Buchanan.   

 

Mr. Ganger called the meeting to order. 

 

After a moment of silence, Mr. McLain led the pledge to the flag. 

 

Mr. Ganger welcomed guests.  He recognized Mayor Dan Eldridge and County Commissioners:  

 

The Chairman recognized Jerry Anderson and Craig Ogle of the Greeneville City School Board 

and Debbie Shedden of the Hawkins County School Board.  They were present to evaluate the 

Board to meet one criteria of the Board of Distinction checklist.  

 

Mr. McLain moved for approval of the meeting agenda.  Mr. Ervin seconded the motion which 

carried without opposition on voice vote.   

 

Mr. Hammond moved for approval of the consent agenda.  Ms. Silvers seconded the motion 

which carried unanimously on roll call vote:  yes votes - Hammond, McLain, Mabe, Leonard, 

Masters, Silvers, Buchanan, Ervin, and Ganger. 

 

Mr. Dykes introduced Josh McFadden, music teacher at Ridgeview Elementary.  Mr. McFadden 

in turn introduced the student group - Just Voice.  The group accompanied by Mr. McFadden on 

guitar sang “Lean On Me.”    

 

The Director introduced Daniel Boone High School Cross Country team as well as Coach Len 

Jeffers.  Coach Jeffers introduced the team individually with their individual accomplishments 

and also introduced Assistant Coach Ray Jones.  The team placed 1st in the state meet and most 

recently placed14
th

 in the Nike Cross Nationals that took place in Oregon.   

 

Mr. Dykes called on Dr. Holcombe to present the 2014-2015 Extended Contract proposal for 

submission to the State Department.   Ms. Silvers made the motion to accept the proposal.  

Masters seconded the motion which carried unanimously on roll call vote: yes votes, Mabe, 

Masters, Ervin, McLain, Leonard, Buchanan, Silvers, Hammond and Ganger. 

 

The Director shared news articles from the month of December featuring students and school 

events.   

 

Mr. Mabe presented the Athletics Committee Report and moved for acceptance of the report.  

Ms. Silvers seconded the motion which carried without opposition on voice vote. 

 

There were no recommendations from the Committee. 

 

(Show Athletics Committee Report) 

 

 

The Director informed the Board the Top Ten Percent Banquet had been set for April 6, 2015 at 

7:00 p.m. 



 

Mr. Ervin presented the Facilities Committee Report and moved for acceptance of the report.  

Mr. Mabe seconded the motion which carried without opposition on voice vote. 

 

There were no recommendations from the Committee. 

 

(Show Facilities Committee Report) 

 

Mr. McLain presented the Finance Committee Report and moved for acceptance of the report.  

Ms. Buchanan seconded the motion which carried without opposition on voice vote. 

 

Mr. McLain moved for approval of the General Fund Financial Statement for the month of 

November.  Mr. Hammond seconded the motion which carried unanimously on roll call vote:  

yes votes – Leonard, Masters, Silvers, Buchanan, Ervin, Hammond, McLain, Mabe, and Ganger.  

 

Mr. McLain moved for approval to extend the custodial services contract with Service Solutions 

SSC for one year.  Mr. Hammond seconded the motion which carried without opposition on roll 

call vote:  yes votes – Silvers, Buchanan, Ervin, Hammond, McLain, Mabe, Leonard, Masters, 

and Ganger. 

 

(Show Finance Committee Report) 

 

Mr. Leonard presented the Planning Committee Report and moved for acceptance of the report.  

Mr. McLain seconded the motion which carried without opposition on voice vote.   

 

There were no recommendations from the Committee. 

 

(Show Planning Committee Report) 

 

Mr. Ganger presented the Policy Committee Report and moved for acceptance of the report.  Ms. 

Silvers seconded the motion which carried without opposition on voice vote.   

 

There were no recommendations from the Committee. 

 

(Show Policy Committee Report) 

 

Mr. Leonard presented the Safety Committee Report and moved for acceptance of the report.  

Mr. McLain seconded the motion.  It was noted the report read $138,000 and the correct amount 

was $108,000.  The acceptance of the report as amended carried without opposition on voice 

vote. 

 

Mr. Leonard moved for approval of the Committee’s recommendation to designate $30,000 of 

the safety money for additional security cameras and use the remaining $108,000 to upgrade 

existing camera systems.  Mr. Hammond seconded the motion which carried on roll call vote:  

yes votes – Buchanan, Hammond, McLain, Mabe, Leonard, Masters, Silvers, and Ganger.  Mr. 

Ervin was not present in the meeting during the vote.   

 

Dr. Susan Kiernan presented a list of items for consideration to be declared surplus.  Ms. Silvers 

moved for approval of the items.  Mr. Hammond seconded the motion which carried without 

opposition on roll call vote:  yes votes – Leonard, Masters, Silvers, Buchanan, Ervin, Hammond, 

McLain, Mabe, and Ganger.   

 



WCEA President, LaDawn Hudgins, wished the Board Happy New Year! 

 

Round Table Discussion: 

 

McLain I say thank you to the Mayor for the safety funds. 

  Thank you to the review team for coming to evaluate the Board tonight.   

  Awesome job by the Ridgeview students singing tonight. 

  Great accomplishment of the Daniel Boone Cross Country Team. 

     

Mabe Awesome meeting. 

 The teacher accompanying the Ridgeview students was awesome.   

 The Cross Country team is once in a lifetime. 

   

Silvers Appreciate the evaluators being here. 

 Amazed by the Ridgeview students’ performance.  Great leadership by their 

teacher. 

 Appreciate the media reporting on the accomplishments of the school system. 

 Happy New Year! 

 

Hammond Enjoyed the performance by the Ridgeview students. 

 Can’t say enough good things about the Cross Country team.   

 It is going to be a great year for Washington County. 

  

Ervin Appreciate the evaluators coming tonight.   

    

Leonard Thank you to the Mayor and County Commission for the safety funds. 

 Great job by the Cross Country team. 

 The music by the Ridgeview students was great.  The teacher was very 

impressive. 

 Thank you to the review team.  

 

Masters Good meeting. 

 

Buchanan I’ve been moving around and have had the privilege to see the music programs in 

the schools, wonderful programs. 

 I’m glad we are strong supporters of the athletes in the school system. 

 

Ganger Appreciate the team of evaluators giving their time to come evaluate the Board.   

 Thank you Mr. Dykes for providing an update on the flu this week. 

 

Mr. Ganger said the regular Board meeting date in April falls during the week of Spring Break.   

 

The Board set April 9, 2015 for the April Board meeting. 

 

Mr. Ganger reminded the Board of the Day on the Hill date - February 17, 2015. 

 

The meeting was adjourned. 


